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About JA

Junior Achievement is the only organization reaching public & private school students, 
from kindergarten to high school, with classroom instruction programs that result in 
better comprehension scores & improved critical thinking skills by simulating 
everyday business experiences.

What is Junior Achievement?

How Do We Add Value?

• JA programming is centered around structured lesson plans tied to NC standards for 
grades K-12 

• A philosophy that presents content followed by classroom activities that challenge 
a student’s critical thinking and problem solving skills

• A delivery system that uses role models from the community who offer 
inspiration, enthusiasm,  knowledge & living proof of where education can take you

• Using economics to support reading, writing, and math concepts 

• Current K-12 content emphasizes Personal Financial Literacy, Entrepreneurship and 
Workforce Readiness



The Success:  47,783 students 
impacted by JA Central Carolinas

• Charlotte & surrounding counties, 
Wilmington, Asheville,  Winston-
Salem & Rock Hill/Fort Mill

• 30,894 students impacted in 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools

2009/2010 Wrap-up ----
JA Central Carolinas

About JA

JA helps students realize the importance of 
entrepreneurship, work readiness and financial literacy 
and also helps improve behavior and critical thinking in 
the classroom.

of middle and high school
students agree that JA is 
effective in helping to prepare
them for future leadership
and success

of  high school students feel 
better prepared to enter the 
world of work after participating 
in JA programming

of  high school students feel  that 
JA programs are interesting



The Elementary School programs include six 
sequential themes for kindergarten through fifth-
grade students. Students learn the basic concepts of 
business and economics and how education is 
relevant to the workplace.  

Programs

JA Elementary Programs 

Grade Curriculum Overview

Kindergarten Ourselves uses compelling stories read aloud by the volunteer, along with hands-
on activities, to demonstrate helping, working, earning, and saving. 

First Grade Our Families emphasizes the roles people play in the local economy and engages 
students with activities about needs, wants, jobs, tools and skills, and 
interdependence.

Second Grade Our Community explores the interdependent roles of workers in a community, the 
work they perform, and how communities work.

Third Grade Our City studies careers, the skills people need to work in specific careers, and 
how businesses contribute to a city. 

Fourth Grade Our Region introduces the relationship between the natural, human, and capital 
resources found in different regions and explores regional businesses that 
produce goods and services for consumers

Fifth Grade Our Nation provides practical information about businesses’ need for individuals 
who can meet the demands of the job market, including high-growth, high-
demand jobs. Further, it introduces the concept of globalization of business as it 
relates to production materials and the need for students to be entrepreneurial in 
their thinking to meet the requirements of high-growth, high-demand careers 
worldwide.



JA has several highly effective programs for MS and HS students that 
reinforce the value of education and teach students about the 
future economic benefits of staying in school. JA’s  Programs help 
students make informed, intelligent decisions about their future, 

and foster skills that will be 
highly useful in the business 

world. 

Programs

JA Secondary Programs (6th – 12th Grades) 

Grade Curriculum Overview

6th – 7th JA Global Marketplace is designed to provide practical information about the key aspects of the 
global economy, what makes world trade work, and how trade affects students’ daily lives. Six 
required volunteer-led sessions.

6th – 8th JA Economics for Success explores personal finance and students’ education and career options 
based on their skills, interests, and values. Six required volunteer-led sessions.

9th – 12th JA Exploring Economics teaches concepts such as supply and demand and inflation, and 
teaches students about the effect which governments and the individual have on the global 
economy and on the price of a loaf of bread. Seven required volunteer-led sessions.

9th – 12th JA Personal Finance introduces students to the importance of making wise financial choices. 
Students explore the role that money plays in achieving personal goals throughout life. They 
develop planning, goal setting, and thoughtful decision-making skills that will help them protect 
themselves from the unexpected financial pitfalls that plague so many adults. Five required 
volunteer-led sessions.

9th – 12th JA Success Skills provides engaging, academically enriching, and experiential learning sessions in 
work-readiness education and career perspectives. Seven required volunteer-led sessions.

9th – 12th JA Be Entrepreneurial focuses on challenging students, through interactive classroom activities, 
to start their own entrepreneurial venture while still in high school, providing practical content 
to assist students to transition into becoming productive, contributing members of society.  
Seven required volunteer-led sessions.

8TH – 12TH JA Job Shadow provides engaging, academically enriching, and experiential learning sessions in 
work-readiness education and career perspectives. 



School Report

School Report

From time to time, JA will send you a copy of an updated school report detailing the JA volunteer 
activity at your school.  Please take a few minutes to review the report.  Let JA know if there are any 
corrections, changes or additions.

How to Read the School Report

Notes: 
• If there is no volunteer listed, please encourage that teacher to help JA by recruiting  their own volunteer.

• Please make sure JA has correct contact information for all teachers. This information is provided to 
volunteers so they can work directly with the teacher to schedule their JA class.

Volunteer Name Volunteer Contact Information

School  Information
Your school contact information as 
well as the name and phone number 
of your JA Program Manager

Teacher Requesting JA
Teacher’s name, grade and 
contact information



Liaison Check List

Things to do 
Use this checklist as a guide throughout the school year.

At the beginning of the school year………..
ÇCollect/distribute information (teacher class/volunteer requests)
ÇArrange for on-site orientation for new volunteers
ÇEncourage teacher participation
ÇUpdate JA on volunteer activity

Throughout the school year…………….
ÇEducate teachers about Junior Achievement programs
ÇAssist JA with volunteer placement/scheduling*
ÇEncourage teachers to recruit a volunteer for their classroom (parents, 

friends, etc.)
ÇSpread the word about JA through PTA, newsletters, faculty meetings, etc.

At the end of the school year………………..
ÇAssist JA with class confirmation
ÇCollect any program materials left at the school and return to JA via courier
ÇEncourage teachers to nominate their volunteer for Volunteer of the Year.

For more information: 
Please contact a member of the Programs Team 

by phone at 704.536.9668 or email ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org.
For more information, please visit our website at www.jacarolinas.org.

Role of Liaison 

*Volunteers are provided with teacher contact information so they can schedule their classroom visits.  Should a volunteer be unable to get in touch with 
their teacher, JA and the JA liaison step in to help make that connection.

The role of the JA Liaison is to facilitate communication 
between the Junior Achievement office and the teachers and 
volunteers at your school.  This is a small responsibility but 
one that is crucial to the success of this program.   Please use 
the checklist below to help you successfully fulfill your role  
during the school year.  

mailto:ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org
http://www.jacarolinas.org/


The JA Program works best when all key individuals are 
aware of their roles and responsibility

Role of Liaison 

Key Roles and Responsibilities

- Familiarize themselves with JA Programs
- Identify , recruit and support  the JA Liaison

- Assist in recruiting volunteers for school
- Coordinate volunteer trainings
- Primary point of contact with JA staff

- Familiarize themselves with JA Programs
- Help identify volunteers
- Assist volunteer as needed with program
- Feedback and evaluation

- Meet with school administrators; provide program overview
- Recruit and train liaison
- Assist in volunteer recruitment
- Conduct volunteer trainings/on-going support and motivation to  

liaison, teachers  and volunteers

- Attend training
- Come prepared to implement program
- Program evaluation and feedback

JA Liaison

Teacher

Principal

Volunteer

JA Staff



JA Liaison Took Kit

* Not sure who to contact?  Email ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org or call 704.536.9668

Who To Contact at JA*

mailto:ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org


Volunteer’s Role

• Act as a role model for the students.

• Share personal and professional experience and expertise.

• Contact teacher via phone, fax and email.

• Set up a schedule: discuss holidays, testing, etc.

• Come prepared to deliver the lesson.

• Give out Certificates of Achievement at completion of program.

• Thank the teacher!

Tips for Success

JA Liaison Took Kit

Did you know that handwritten Thank You notes from your students are 
one of the best ways to thank a volunteer for their time and keep them 

returning year after year?

Teacher’s Role

• Remain in the classroom at all times.

• Maintain class discipline.

• Return phone calls from the JA volunteer promptly.

• Work with the JA volunteer to schedule visits.

• Have the students prepared and ready for the JA volunteer’s visit.

• Create a positive and respectful environment for the volunteer and students.

• Develop a team relationship and clear communication with the JA volunteer.

• Let the JA staff know of any difficulties immediately.

• Thank the volunteer!



• What is Junior Achievement?
• JA is a non-profit economic education organization that provides programs for young people in grades K-

12.

• Volunteers from local businesses and the community go into area classrooms to teach professionally 
designed programs and share their personal experience with students.  Our volunteers add a fresh 
perspective to the classroom, as the personal and interactive experience generates excitement, facilitates 
learning, and engages all types of students.

• What’s in it for me?
• Our programs are hands-on , engaging and directly correlate with state curriculum standards.

• Our volunteers add a fresh perspective to the classroom, as the personal and interactive experience 
generates excitement and facilitates learning.

• Can add to your Individual Growth Plan (IGP) as non-instructional development (liaisons only).

• National Boards – helps fulfill your leadership and collaborator accomplishments (liaisons only).

• What do I need to do?
• Complete and return the class signup form.

• Meet with your volunteer at your school for an observation and planning meeting (optional).

• Provide an enthusiastic and supportive classroom environment for the volunteer while remaining in the 
classroom at all times.

• Provide feedback to the volunteer and Junior Achievement.

• May I select my own volunteer for the Junior Achievement program?

• Absolutely!  Many teachers have great success using friends, relatives, or parents as volunteers in their 
classroom.

• How often will the volunteer visit my classroom?
• The volunteer will teach the required number of lessons for the grade level of your students.

• Elementary – 5 lessons

• Middle School – 6 lessons

• High School – 5-7 lessons

• What materials will the volunteer use in my classroom?
• Junior Achievement will provide all materials needed to volunteers.  This includes step-by-step lesson 

plans, student workbooks, activity materials, posters, and much more.

• What is the next step?
• Complete and return the class sign-up form to your designated school liaison or to the JA office.

JA Liaison Took Kit

Teacher Frequently Asked Questions



Description Key Learning Objectives
Lesson One: Robbie’s Trip to the Farm
Students are introduced to a storybook 
character and his visit to a family farm. Through 
a group discussion and by drawing pictures of 
their favorite animals, they discover that 
individuals make choices.

Objectives:  The students will:
-recognize the role of self
-appreciate individual differences
Concepts: barter, goods, individual, voluntary exchange, work
Skills: abstract thinking, decision making, drawing, following directions, interpreting 
information, listening responsively, sequencing

Lesson Two: Angie and the Carnival
Students are introduced to a storybook 
character and her plans to earn money by 
making and selling crafts at a carnival.

Objectives:  The students will:
-define money
-identify one form of money (coins)
-differentiate coins
Concepts: buying, choices, consumer, earning, entrepreneurs, incentives, money, 
saving, spending, work
Skills: coin recognition, coin valuation, following directions, interpreting information, 
listening responsively, matching

Lesson Three: Charlie Plants a Garden
Students learn how the storybook characters 
work together to plant a community garden.

Objectives: The students will:
-recognize the importance of working together
-discover rewards other than money
Concepts: benefit, choices, resources, rewards, work
Skills: abstract thinking, decision making, following directions, listening responsively

Lesson Four: Meagan Buys a Present
Students recognize the importance of saving 
money to buy something they want through a 
story about a girl who must save to buy a 
birthday present.

Objectives: The students will:
-discuss the importance of saving money
-identify a place where people save money
-demonstrate how to save money
-name something they would like to save for
Concepts: buying, choice, costs, earning, money, saving, scarcity, wants, work
Skills: coin recognition, coin valuation, following directions, listening responsively, 

Lesson Five: Dylan and the New Playground
Students learn how storybook characters save 
money to buy new playground equipment for 
their school.

Objectives: The students will:
-identify ways money can be used to benefit others
-recognize the value of work
-appreciate the importance of giving
Concepts: benefit, giving, saving, scarcity, work
Skills: abstract thinking, following directions, listening responsively, matching, 
sequencing, teamwork

State Correlations*

Ourselves® - Kindergarten
Ourselves explains personal economics through a collection of 
short stories read aloud by the volunteer.  

NC Standard Course of Study Goals:  Ourselves Kindergarten Curriculum corresponds to:
• Social Studies:  1.01-1.03, 2.01, 2.03, 5.01-5.03, 5.05, 6.01, 6.03-6.05
• Language Arts:  1.01-1.04, 2.01-2.07, 3.01-3.04, 4.01-4.05, 5.02
• Mathematics:  1.01, 1.03, 2.01, 3.04, 4.02, 5.01, 5.02

* For correlations broken out by individual lessons, please visit www.jacarolinas.org or email ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org. 

http://www.jacarolinas.org/
mailto:ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org


Description Key Learning Objectives

Lesson One: Our Families 
Students better understand what a family is by studying a poster. 
They discover how people in a family are alike and different and 
how they work together to make the place where they live a good 
place.

Objectives:  The students will:
-identify what a family is
-recognize how people live and work together in a family 
Concepts: family, interdependence, job, work
Skills: analyzing information, drawing, following directions, listening 
responsively, matching, sequencing

Lesson Two: Our Families' Needs and Wants
Students become aware that all families must have food, clothing, 
and shelter to live, and they begin to understand the difference 
between a need and a want.

Objectives:  The students will:
-explain the difference between a need and a want
Concepts: economic incentives, family, scarcity, wants and needs
Skills: decision making, differentiating, following directions, listening 
responsively

Lesson Three: Our Families' Jobs 
Students learn how jobs provide for family members' needs and 
wants. They draw pictures of family members doing jobs.

Objectives:  The students will:
-define a job as work that needs to be done 
-identify jobs people do 
Concepts: business, economic incentives, employment, family, 
human resources, income, jobs, skills
Skills: analyzing information, following directions, making 
observations.

Lesson Four: Finding Our Families' Needs and Wants
Students use a floor map to discover where members of a family 
would go to obtain their needs and wants.

Objectives:  The students will:
-interpret map symbols
-place various kinds of symbols for businesses and services on a map 
-recognize how family members depend on various businesses to 
provide their needs and wants
Concepts: business, economic institutions, scarcity, wants and needs
Skills: decision making, following directions, map reading, 
recognizing and interpreting symbols

Lesson Five: Paying for Our Families' Needs and Wants
Students learn about the importance of working to pay for needs 
and wants. Through role-play, they demonstrate working and 
paying for needs and wants.

Objectives:  The students will:
-describe various jobs at which people earn money 
-recognize that families use money to satisfy their needs and wants 
Concepts: earning, job, money, spending, wants and needs, work
Skills: analyzing information, following directions, listening 
responsively

State Correlations*

Our Families® - First Grade
Our Families emphasizes the roles people play in the 
local economy as well as how they work together to 
make the place they live a good place.

NC Standard Course of Study Goals: Our Family 1st Grade Curriculum corresponds to:
• Social Studies:  1.01-1.04, 2.01, 2.02, 2.04, 3.01, 3.02, 3.04, 5.01, 5.02, 6.01-6.03, 6.06, 6.07, 7.02
• Language Arts:  1.01-1.04, 2.01-2.04, 2.06-2.09, 3.01-3.04, 4.01-4.04, 5.01-5.05
• Mathematics:  3.01, 3.03,  3.04

* For correlations broken out by individual lessons, please visit www.jacarolinas.org or email ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org. 

http://www.jacarolinas.org/
mailto:ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org


State Correlations*

Description Key Learning Objectives
Lesson One: How Does a Community Work?
Students study a poster illustrating a 
community to identify typical jobs. They 
develop an awareness of how people live and 
work together in a community.

Objectives: The students will:
-identify a variety of jobs in the community 
-recognize how people live and work together in a community 
-become aware of a wide range of job opportunities 
Concepts: community, interdependence, job, wants and needs
Skills: decision making, following directions, making observations, matching

Lesson Two: Sweet “O” Donuts
Students, individually and in teams, use 
different production strategies to simulate 
producing donuts.

Objectives: The students will:
-define production 
-compare unit and assembly line production methods 
-explain that different strategies are used to produce different types of products 
Concepts: defect, production/ productivity, quality, specialization and division of labor
Skills: following directions, interpreting data, making observations, making 
predictions, role playing, teamwork

Lesson Three: The Role of Government
Students learn about the economic role of 
government in a community by identifying 
services that government provides to its 
citizens. The students also recognize that 
government must collect taxes from everyone 
to pay for these services.

Objectives: The students will:
-recognize government jobs in the community 
-understand why taxation is necessary 
Concepts: government, taxes, goods, services, benefits
Skills: critical thinking, following directions, making observations, matching, role 
playing

Lesson Four: A New Business
Students determine the best use for the empty 
store on the How Does a Community Work 
poster. The step-by-step decision-making 
process helps students understand how group 
decisions are made.

Objectives: The students will:
-define choices 
-use a decision-making model 
-recognize the need to make informed decisions
-take personal responsibility for decisions 
Concepts: business, choices, resources, trade-offs, vote, ballot
Skills: decision making, identifying choices, developing ideas, listening responsively, 
problem solving, teamwork

Lesson Five: Money Moves
Students learn about an economy's circular 
flow of money.

Objectives: The students will:
-identify circumstances of money being exchanged for goods or services 
-recognize how money flows through a community's economy 
Concepts: bank, economic institutions, circular flow of money, goods, money, 
services, skills
Skills: listening responsively, developing ideas, role playing, making observations, 
following directions 

Our Community® - Second Grade
Our Community explores the interdependent roles of workers 
in a community and how communities work.

NC Standard Course of Study Goals:  Our Community 2nd Grade Curriculum corresponds to:
• Social Studies:  1.01-1.04, 2.01-2.05, 3.01, 3.02, 3.04, 4.01, 5.04, 7.01-7.05, 8.03
• Language Arts:  1.01-1.04, 2.01-2.06, 2.08, 3.01-3.03, 5.05, 5.06
• Mathematics:  1.01, 1.03-1.05, 2.02, 4.02

* For correlations broken out by individual lessons, please visit www.jacarolinas.org or email ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org. 

http://www.jacarolinas.org/
mailto:ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org


State Correlations*

Description Key Learning Objectives
Lesson One: Inside Cities
Students recognize that a city is a 
place where people live, work, play, 
and go to school. They become aware 
of the importance of city planning to 
the economic development of a city.

Objectives: The students will:
-define a city as a place where people live, work, play, and go to school
-learn about the different zones used in city planning 
-identify the job of city planner
Concepts: business, city, city planner, economic development, jobs, zones
Skills: applying information, drawing, following directions, making observations, mapping 
information, teamwork

Lesson Two: Building a City
Students examine the role of a builder 
and become aware of how that job is 
interconnected with the job of the 
city planner.

Objectives: The students will:
-understand the importance of the construction business to a city’s economy 
-recognize the skills a builder needs 
-identify how the builder's job relates to the job of city planner
Concepts: careers, jobs, skills, quality
Skills: decision making, interpreting directions, mathematical interpretation and computation, 
teamwork, understanding and using scales

Lesson Three: Dining Out
Students work in groups to make 
decisions about operating a 
restaurant while exploring the role of 
restaurant owner.  They define the 
terms consumer, producer, and 
entrepreneur.  Through discussion 
they are able to identify the 
difference between consumer and 
producer.

Objectives: The students will:
-make group decisions necessary to start a restaurant
-decide on a type of restaurant
-discuss and select the best location for a restaurant
-decide what to charge for meals
-select an employee
-promote the restaurant 
Concepts: consumer, producer, entrepreneur, interdependence
Skills: compiling data, conducting research, following directions, developing ideas, decision making, 
reading and interpreting data, role playing

Lesson Four: Making Headlines
Students examine the purpose of a 
newspaper as a communication tool 
for people in a city, as well as the role 
of the reporter.  They generate and 
organize article outlines for a class 
newspaper.

Objectives: The students will:
-understand the importance of the newspaper as a communication tool 
-recognize the skills a reporter needs 
-generate article topics and develop article outlines 
Concepts: city, communication
Skills: developing ideas, generating topics for writing, organizing writing, responding to oral and 
written presentations, teamwork

Lesson Five: You Can Bank on It
Students become aware of why banks 
are important to a city as they role 
play simple bank transactions.

Objectives: The students will:
-understand that one purpose of a bank is to keep money 
-complete a simple bank transaction 
-balance a checkbook 
Concepts: bank, check, checking account, deposit, money
Skills: listening responsively, mathematical interpretation and computation, role playing, teamwork

Our City® - Third Grade
Our City studies careers, the skills people need to work in 
those careers, and how businesses contribute to a city.

NC Standard Course of Study Goals:  Our City 3rd Grade Curriculum corresponds to:
• Social Studies:  1.01, 1.03-1.05, 4.01, 5.03-5.06, 6.01. 6.03, 7.01
• Language Arts:  1.01-1.05, 4.01-4.06, 4.08, 5.01-5.08
• Mathematics:  1.01-1.06, 2.01, 2.02, 3.01, 4.01, 4.02

* For correlations broken out by individual lessons, please visit www.jacarolinas.org or email ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org. 

http://www.jacarolinas.org/
mailto:ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org


State Correlations*

Description Key Learning Objectives
Activity One: What are Regions and Resources?
Students distinguish economic regions in the .  
They examine natural, human, and capital 
resources available in different regions.  They 
learn that businesses need resources to 
produce and sell a product.

Objectives: The students will:
-define region, resource, business, and entrepreneur
-identify resources as natural, human, and capital
-locate a business of their choosing in a region 
Concepts: business, capital resources, entrepreneur, goods, human resources, natural 
resources, products, region, services
Skills: following directions, making choices, map interpretation, reading, understanding 
symbols

Activity Two: Exploring Resources
Students examine regions of resources in the .  
They identify resources businesses use to make 
their products.  They learn about the 
importance of location to a business.

Objectives: The students will:
-analyze resources in different regions 
-list resources required to produce a good or service
-determine a location for their business based on resources 
Concepts: business, capital resources, human resources, natural resources, products, 
region
Skills: conducting research, comparing data, making choices, teamwork

Activity Three: Resources on the Move
Students recognize that businesses find 
resources throughout different regions. They 
discover ways businesses must work together to 
create a product.

Objectives: The students will:
-identify resources involved in producing a product 
-define economy and specialization
-recognize economic interdependence in a region and among regions 
Concepts: business, capital resources, economy, goods, human resources, 
interdependence, natural resources, product, region, services, specialization
Skills: conducting research, following directions, map reading, organizing resources

Activity Four: Where's the Money?
Students identify how resources relate to 
business income and expenses. They complete 
calculations to demonstrate how a business 
determines its profit or loss.  Students learn a 
five-step, decision-making process and solve 
simple business problems.

Objectives: The students will:
-define income, expenses, profit, and loss
-demonstrate how a business tracks income and expenses
-solve simple business problems 
Concepts: advantage, business, decision, disadvantage, economy, expense, financial 
report, income, loss, product, profit, resources
Skills: comparing, making decisions, math computation, problem solving, teamwork

Activity Five: The Bottom Line
Students play a game that illustrates the flow of 
money in and out of a business.  They calculate 
profits and losses and learn the importance of 
loans.  Students search a region for the 
resources they need to make a product.

Objectives: The students will:
-understand the importance of cash flow to businesses
-record business income and expenses
-calculate profit and loss
-recognize the role of loans in business 
Concepts: business, decisions, expenses, government, income, loss, opportunity cost, 
profit, taxes
Skills: building consensus, following directions, listening critically, mathematical 
computation, predicting results, selecting and applying information, teamwork

NC Standard Course of Study Goals:  Our Region 4th Grade Curriculum corresponds to:
• Social Studies:  1.01-1.05, 3.01, 3.04, 4.01, 5.03, 6.01-6.03, 6.05, 6.07, 6.08, 7.02, 7.04, 7.05
• Language Arts:  1.01-1.05, 2.01, 2.02, 2.05-2.07, 2.09, 3.05, 3.06, 4.02, 4.03, 4.05, 5.01-5.03
• Mathematics:  1.01, 1.02, 1.04, 1.05, 4.01, 4.03, 5.01-5.03

* For correlations broken out by individual lessons, please visit www.jacarolinas.org or email ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org. 

Our Region® - Fourth Grade
Our Region introduces the relationship between the natural, 
human, and capital resources found in different regions, and 
explores regional businesses that produce goods and services for 
consumers.  

http://www.jacarolinas.org/
mailto:ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org


State Correlations*

Description Key Learning Objectives
Lesson One: What's Your Big Idea?
Students practice being entrepreneurs by 
turning ideas into businesses

Objectives:  The students will:
- Experience free enterprise and entrepreneurship
- The innovation process that are necessary to establish an entrepreneurial business
- Create an advertisement
Concepts:  Entrepreneur, Free enterprise, Goods, Profit, Services
Skills:  Creative thinking, Estimating, Teamwork, Working in groups

Lesson Two: What is a Resource?
Students become familiar with resources and 
how they apply to technology, workers, and the 
needs of businesses and industries

Objectives:  The students will:
- Describe resources, particularly human and capital resources
- Define scarcity and opportunity cost
- Discuss technology as a capital resource in demand by most businesses
Concepts:  Capital resources, Human resources, Natural resources, Opportunity cost, 
Resources, Scarcity, Technology, Technophile, Technophobe
Skills:  Addition and subtraction, Decision-making, and writing, Reasoning, Teamwork, 
Working in groups

Lesson Three: Job to Job
Students examine the skills needed by jobs that 
are in demand by businesses in a free 
enterprise system

Objectives:  The students will:
- Identify the skills that support high-growth, high-demand needs in the workplace
- Analyze their own skills to see how they fit in the workplace
Concepts:  Communication, Demand, Engineering skills, Supply
Skills:  Graph interpretation, Problem-solving, and writing, Teamwork, Verbal 
communication, Working in groups

Lesson Four: Cluster of Skills
Students become familiar with job clusters and 
the background necessary for each job

Objectives:  The students will:
- Identify clusters of jobs and the background required by those jobs
- Create a simple resume
Concepts:  Employer, Employee, Resume
Skills:  Creative thinking, Evaluation, Oral and written communication, Teamwork, 
Working in groups

Lesson Five: Worldwide Connections
Students examine how specialization and 
technology have contributed to free enterprise 
and their effect on the global business world

Objectives:  The students will:
- Describe specialization and competition in business
- Experience the global needs of many businesses
Concepts:  Competition, Globally competitive, Specialization skkjlg kjak jkelakejr kjklskj 
Skills:  Communication, Decision-making, Graph interpretation, Map reading, Problem-
solving, Teamwork

Supplemental Session: Business Organization
Students explore entrepreneurship and free 
enterprise

Objectives: The students will:
-Identify the three types of businesses organizations
Concepts:  Corporation, Partnership, Sole proprietorship, Stock, Stockholders
Skills:  Brainstorming, Role-playing

NC Standard Course of Study Goals: Our Nation 5th Grade Curriculum corresponds to:
• Social Studies:  1, 5, 6
• Language Arts:  1, 2, 4, 5
• Mathematics:  4

* For correlations broken out by individual lessons, please visit www.jacarolinas.org or email ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org. 

Our Nation® - 5th Grade
Our Nation provides practical information about businesses’ 
need for individuals who can meet the demands of the job 
market, including high-growth, high-demand jobs. Further, it 
introduces the concept of globalization of business as it relates 
to production materials and the need for students to be 
entrepreneurial in their thinking to meet the requirements of 
high-growth, high-demand careers worldwide. 

http://www.jacarolinas.org/
mailto:ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org


State Correlations*

Description Key Learning Objectives
Activity One: “X” Marks the Spot
Working in groups to identify import items found throughout the 
classroom, students begin to recognize that trade with other 
countries affects their daily lives. Students understand that int’l trade 
occurs when nations want/need resources /services from other 
countries because they themselves cannot satisfy those needs and 
wants at reasonable costs.

Objectives:  The students will:
- define trade. 
- explain why countries trade with one another. 
- list at least five products or items imported from other countries 
and locate those  countries on a world map.

Activity Two: You Be the Judge
Students learn that nations use several methods to increase their 
trade benefits. Agreements with one or more countries often are 
made to facilitate trade and avoid conflict.

Objectives:  The students will:
- identify quotas, tariffs, subsidies, embargoes, and standards as 
barriers governments use to control trade and increase benefits 
for their countries. 

- describe how multilateral agreements can facilitate trade. 
- describe how the World Trade Organization functions as a court 
to help nations settle trade disputes. 

Activity Three: Let’s Make a Deal
Students work in groups to identify and understand the business 
practices used in other countries. Students discover that business 
practices vary from country to country and that understanding these 
practices can have a positive impact on trade.

Objectives:  The students will:
- explain how cultural practices vary from country to country. 
- develop group plans to create a food franchise by learning about 
the business practices of select countries.

Activity Four: People Power
Students discover how the movement of people facilitates 
international trade. They discuss examples of immigration and, 
through creative activities, gain insight into the lives of immigrants. 
They learn that economic opportunity often is the driving force 
behind immigration and global trade.

Objectives:  The students will:
- describe reasons why people move from one country to another, 
particularly those seeking economic opportunity. 

- give examples of contributions immigrants bring to countries 
and the hardships they often endure. 

- identify global trade and immigration as a means of 
international exchange of human resources. 

Activity Five: World of Words
Students discover how advances in communication and 
transportation have improved productivity and facilitated world 
trade. From moveable type to the Internet, students trace the 
international flow of information and its impact on world economies.

Objectives:  The students will:
- describe how improvements in technology and transportation 
and the sharing of ideas have affected the flow of information 
and increased productivity. 

- calculate productivity. 
-list examples of technological developments throughout history. 

Activity Six: World of Money
To participate in international trade, businesses and individuals must 
be able to purchase goods and services from each other. Students 
will learn that countries have different currencies with different 
values. To purchase goods from another country, it usually is 
necessary to use that country’s currency. Some European countries 
have facilitated the exchange process by adopting the euro as a 
common currency.

Objectives: The students will:
-explain why international trade requires an exchange of 
currency. 
- convert U.S. dollars into another currency using an exchange 
rate. 

- provide possible reasons why countries might support or oppose 
a common currency. 

NC Standard Course of Study Goals: JA Global Marketplace Curriculum corresponds to:
• Social Studies:  3,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,13-15,16,18
• Language Arts:  1-3, 5-7
• Mathematics:  1a,2a,2b,3c,7a

• Career Development:  1,2,5

* For correlations broken out by individual lessons, please visit www.jacarolinas.org or email ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org. 

JA Global Marketplace® - 6-8th Grade (Social Studies)
JA Global Marketplace is designed to provide practical information about the key 
aspects of the global economy, what makes world trade work, and how trade 
affects students’ daily lives.

http://www.jacarolinas.org/
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State Correlations*

Description Key Learning Objectives
Activity One: Mirror, Mirror
Students make choices to understand the concept of self-
knowledge-their skills, interests, and values-and the structure of 
the world of work as they consider education, career, and other 
life choices.

Objectives:  The students will:
- Explain self-knowledge, including personal skills, interest, and values. 
- Identify careers of interest and how they are classified within the world 
of work. 

Activity Two: Choose Your Success
Students play the Choose Your Success game, in which the 
connection between personal finance, education, and career 
options is demonstrated.

Objectives:  The students will:
- Identify the link between personal finance, education, and career 
options. 

- Apply decision-making to education and career decisions. 

Activity Three: Keeping Your Balance
Students receive Occupation Cards and observe how different 
jobs provide different monthly salaries. Based on these monthly 
salaries, students evaluate the opportunity cost of their decisions 
to form a budget. They then compare their spending decisions to 
suggested amounts on the cards.

Objectives:  The students will:
- Recognize that a balanced budget is important for workers of all 
income levels. 

- Differentiate between gross and net income. 
- Name ways to balance a budget. 

Activity Four: Savvy Shopper 
Students examine how consumers pay for goods and services. 
They discuss the advantages and disadvantages of using cash and 
credit, and play a game that reinforces their understanding of the 
cost of credit.

Objectives:  The students will:
- Identify the opportunity costs associated with using cash and credit. 
- Explain the advantages and disadvantages of using credit. 
- Identify appropriate situations to use cash and credit. 

Activity Five: Keeping Score
Students examine how a credit score is determined, and learn 
about the positive and negative consequences of a credit report.

Objectives:  The students will:
- Describe the favorable or unfavorable outcomes of a personal credit 
score. 

- Explain actions that cause a credit score to go up or down. 

Activity Six: What's the Risk
Students demonstrate that life involves risk and that insurance 
helps to reduce the financial consequences of loss or injury.

Objectives: The students will:
- Identify financial risks. 
- Explain how insurance provides a method to minimize risk. 
- Identify the opportunity cost of having insurance. 

NC Standard Course of Study Goals: JA Economics for Success Curriculum corresponds to:
• Social Studies:  SSC 1-4
• Language Arts:  1.03,2.01, 3.02-3.03, 6.01-6.02; Grade 7:  1.01
• Mathematics:  Grade 6: 1.02-1.05, 1.06-1.07, 5.03-5.04; Grade 7: 1.02-1.03, 4.01; Grade 8:  1.01-1.02,4.01, 5.04
• Career Development:  ECD:  1.01,1.02,2.01-2.02,3.02-3.03,3.07,4.01, 4.03,5.01,5.04,6.02,7.01-7.03,8.01-8.03,8.06,9.01; CM: 1.01, 1.03,  

2.03,4.01-4.03, 5.01-5.03, 6.01, 6.03,7.02, 7.09, 8.01-8.02,9.01, 9.02, 9.03, 10.02-10.03, 10.05 10.07-10.08, 11.04,12.02,12.07

* For correlations broken out by individual lessons, please visit www.jacarolinas.org or email ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org. 

JA Economics for Success - 6-8th Grade (CTE)
JA Economics for Success provides practical information about personal finance and the 
importance of identifying education and career goals based on a student’s skills, 
interests, and values. It also demonstrates the economic benefits of staying in school.

http://www.jacarolinas.org/
mailto:ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org


State Correlations*

Description Key Learning Objectives
Session One—Economic Systems: Who Makes 
the Big Decisions? Students examine how the 
economic system that a society uses for 
production, distribution, and consumption of 
goods and services significantly affects the 
individuals in that society. 

Objectives:  The students will:
- Analyze the impact of a society’s economic system on the decisions it makes about the 
production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services. 

- Evaluate how the following characteristics affect the efficiency of a market: money, 
private property, limited government, exchange of resources in available markets, and 
entrepreneurship. 

Session Two—Supply and Demand: What’s It 
Worth to You? Students illustrate the impact of 
supply and demand on the economy by 
participating in an economic situation using real-
life examples.

Objectives:  The students will:
-Review the concepts of supply and demand. 
-Define market-clearing price. 
-Demonstrate the interaction between supply and demand in a free-market economy. 
-Respond to real-life examples of price and other market forces that influence supply and 
demand and the market-clearing price. 

Session Three—Supply and Demand: The JA 
Market Game Using an experiential game format, 
students demonstrate the interaction of supply 
and demand and how market forces affect the 
price of products.

Objectives:  The students will:
-Explain the interaction between supply and demand in a free-market economy, and the 
market’s drive toward establishing a market-clearing price. 

-Apply real-life examples of market forces that influence supply and demand. 

Session Four—Saving and Investing: Risks and 
Rewards Students explore concepts related to 
consumers, savers, and investors, including how 
wealth increases in different saving and investing 
options. They compare the characteristics, risks, 
and rewards of several options. 

Objectives:  The students will:
- Recognize ways to earn and increase wealth through saving and investing. 
- Analyze examples of wealth acquired through saving and investing. 
- Evaluate different methods of saving and investing, including varied risks and rewards. 

Session Five—Government’s Role in the Market 
Students analyze the effect of government on the 
economy, including intervention through the 
production of public goods and services, taxes, 
and its role in protecting private property. 

Objectives:  The students will:
-Categorize public versus private goods, and explain why governments intervene in the 
economy by providing public goods. 

- Express why individuals and businesses pay taxes. 
- Analyze the impact of the government’s role in protecting private property

Session Six—Money, Inflation, and the CPI
Students learn about inflation and its effect on 
prices, consumer purchasing power, the 
willingness of financial institutions to loan 
money, and how the Consumer Price Index (CPI) 
monitors inflation.

Objectives: The students will:
- Define inflation and demonstrate its connection to the availability and value of money 
in a market, as well as its effect on prices and consumer purchasing power. 

- Explain and calculate how the Consumer Price Index (CPI) measures consumer prices. 
- Recognize that inflation can impair a market economy by affecting consumer 
confidence and funds available for investment. 

Session Seven—International Trade Students 
compare trade policies and the global economy 
through a simulation based on the increased 
utility (satisfaction) of international trade. 

Objectives: The students will:
-Describe the significance of international trade. 
-Analyze the impact of trade on national and international utility. 

NC Standard Course of Study Goals: JA Exploring Economics Curriculum corresponds to:
• Social Studies:  CE.2, CE.7, CE.8, CE.9
• English Language Arts:  I.6, II.6, III.6, IV.6
• Mathematics: IM.1, AI.1, TM.1, IMII.1

* For correlations broken out by individual lessons, please visit www.jacarolinas.org or email ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org. 

JA Exploring Economics- 9-12th Grade (Civics and Economics)
JA Exploring Economics teaches concepts such as supply and demand and inflation, and 
teaches students about the effect which governments and the individual have on the global 
economy and on the price of a loaf of bread. By making economics engaging and relatable, JA 
Exploring Economics helps students better understand the impact they have on the economy 
as consumers and taxpayers, and teaches important personal financial lessons around 
spending, saving, and investing.

http://www.jacarolinas.org/
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State Correlations*

Description Key Learning Objectives
Session One: Introduction to Entrepreneurship
Students are introduced to the elements of 
successful business start-ups, myths and facts 
about entrepreneurship, and early product 
development. 

Objectives:  The students will:
-Recognize the elements of a successful business start-up. 
-Evaluate myths and facts about entrepreneurship. 
-Consider product-development options. 

Session Two: What’s My Business?
Students continue to develop their product or 
service idea by analyzing various sources of 
successful entrepreneurial ventures, culminating 
in their selection of a product or service as the 
basis of their business plan.

Objectives:  The students will:
-Recognize the importance of carefully selecting their product or service before starting 
their business. 

- Apply their passions, talents, and skills to a market-needs assessment to determine the 
basis of their business plan. 

Session Three: Who’s My Customer? 
Students examine how market needs and 
demographics contribute to successful 
entrepreneurial ventures. 

Objectives:  The students will:
- Recognize the importance of analyzing their market. 
- Apply a needs assessment to the market available to a specific product.

Session Four: What’s My Advantage?
Students learn the importance of intentionally 
selecting and applying competitive advantages to 
an entrepreneurial venture.

Objectives:  The students will:
-Define competitive advantages and recognize them in other businesses. 
- Demonstrate the importance of selecting competitive advantages that give their 
product and market an edge on the competition. 

Session Five: Competitive Advantages
Students apply competitive advantages to 
entrepreneurial ventures.

Objectives:  The students will:
- Evaluate competitive advantages. 
- Select competitive advantages that drive a developing business venture.

Session Six: Ethics Are Good For Business
Students learn to anticipate ethical dilemmas and 
consider consequences in making ethical business 
decisions.

Objectives: The students will:
- Evaluate short- and long-term consequences in making ethical decisions. 
- Express that being ethical can be good for business. 

Session Seven: The Business Plan
Students apply the six elements of successful 
start-ups for their products and services.

Objectives: The students will:
- Compile entrepreneurial elements into a sample business plan. 

NC Standard Course of Study Goals: JA BE Entrepreneurial Curriculum corresponds to:
• Social Studies:  Grade 10:  Civics & Economics 4, 7, 8
• English Language Arts:  1,6
• Mathematics: Intro Math 1

* For correlations broken out by individual lessons, please visit www.jacarolinas.org or email ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org. 

JA Be Entrepreneurial- 9-12th Grade (Civics and Economics; CTE)
JA Be Entrepreneurial, focuses on challenging students, through interactive classroom 
activities, to start their own entrepreneurial venture while still in high school. One of ten JA 
programs designed with the specific needs of upper grade students in mind, JA Be 
Entrepreneurial provides useful, practical content to assist students to transition into becoming 
productive, contributing members of society.

http://www.jacarolinas.org/
mailto:ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org


State Correlations*

Description Key Learning Objectives
Session One: It’s My Life
Students are introduced to the 16 Success Skills. 
Working in groups, they evaluate sample resumes to 
determine which job candidate they would hire. 

Objectives:  The students will:
- Identify personal work-readiness skills. 
- Complete a personal skills assessment. 
- Explore connections between their personal assessment and their dreams, values, 
goals, and skills. 

Session Two: Listen Up
Working with partners, students participate in a role-
playing activity designed to develop effective speaking 
and listening skills. Using verbal and nonverbal cues, 
they learn how to build rapport with others.

Objectives:  The students will:
-Explore strategies of effective formal and informal workplace communication. 
- Identify nonverbal communication uses and implications. 
- Complete an informal self-assessment.

Session Three: Stay Connected
By analyzing case studies and completing a puzzle 
activity, students recognize the need for teamwork 
and cooperation in the workplace.

Objectives:  The students will:
- Identify the role of cooperation, integrity, and respect in effective teamwork. 
- Evaluate strategies for working effectively with others to achieve a mutual goal. 
- Complete an informal self-assessment.

Session Four: Think Win/Win
Working in teams, students develop solutions to 
potential workplace conflicts. They consider win/win, 
win/lose, and lose/lose responses to conflict. 

Objectives:  The students will:
- Evaluate and apply effective speaking and listening skills to resolve conflict. 
- Identify and implement win/win solutions to conflict. 
-Complete an informal self-assessment

Session Five: Work Smart
Working in groups, students participate in a game 
show in which they practice their decision-making 
skills by solving common workplace problems.

Objectives:  The students will:
-Identify and apply strategies necessary for effective problem-solving in real-life 
contexts. 

- Complete an informal self-assessment.

Session Six: The Marketing Spin
Working in groups, the students practice the Success 
Skill Reflect and Evaluate. They identify the connection 
between advertising a product and promoting 
themselves.

Objectives: The students will:
-Analyze and assess product advertising. 
- Present selected products based on advertising information. 
- Assess and evaluate personal information and prepare a resume. 

Session Seven: It’s My Future
During this final session, students participate in mock 
employment interviews. They review the 16 Success 
Skills presented throughout the course of the 
program.

Objectives: The students will:
- Identify effective interviewing skills. 
- Evaluate peers and provide feedback. 
- Reflect on the JA Success Skills experience. 

NC Standard Course of Study Goals: JA Success Skills Curriculum corresponds to:
• Social Studies:  Skill Comp.:  4
•Language Arts: I.6, II.6, III.6, IV.6
•Guidance: 1,4,5,6,7,8

* For correlations broken out by individual lessons, please visit www.jacarolinas.org or email ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org. 

JA Success Skills: 9-12th Grade (CTE)
With JA Success Skills, students participate in challenging exercises to help them develop 
personal strategies to achieve lifelong learning pursuits and career opportunities. Team-
building exercises test their problem-solving and critical-thinking skills, as well as their ability 
to communicate, negotiate, and lead. Through engaging activities, they appreciate the 
importance of personal appearance, professional demeanor, punctuality, and written and oral 
communication. 

http://www.jacarolinas.org/
mailto:ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org


State Correlations*

Description Key Learning Objectives
Session One: A Month in the Life
Working in groups, students play the Balance, Break 
Even, or Broke Game. They examine the concept of 
budgeting and learn how their daily chores affect their 
ability to save for the future.

Objectives:  The students will:
-Explain the purpose of setting goals. 
-Make wise financial decisions that meet personal goals.

Session Two: From Dreams to Reality
Working in groups, students complete personal 
investment guides. They discuss investment options 
and plan for their financial futures.

Objectives:  The students will:
-Explain the difference between income and growth investments. 
-Demonstrate a basic understanding of various investment options. 
-Plan investment strategies for today and for the future. 

Session Three: Your Credit, Your Future
Working in groups, students evaluate scenarios 
related to credit. They discuss credit options and make 
decisions to avoid common credit pitfalls.

Objectives:  The students will:
-Describe the advantages and disadvantages of credit. 
-Plan how to use credit now and in the future. 

Session Four: The Case of the Missing Identity
Working in groups, the students evaluate behavior 
that contributes to identity theft, and learn to take 
necessary actions to protect their identity. 

Objectives:  The students will:
-List the dangers of identity theft. 
-Recognize threats to their good credit and avoid them

Session Five: Protect Yourself
Working in groups, students play the Make It Match 
Game. They explore different types of insurance and 
identify how each type provides protection.

Objectives:  The students will:
-Examine and describe the basic types of insurance. 
-Determine their current and future insurance needs. 

NC Standard Course of Study Goals: JA Personal Finance Curriculum corresponds to:
• Social Studies:  Economics:  1,6
• English Language Arts: I.6, II.6, III.6, IV.6
• Mathematics: IM.1; TM.1; IMI.1

* For correlations broken out by individual lessons, please visit www.jacarolinas.org or email ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org. 

JA Personal Finance: 9-12th Grade (CTE)
JA Personal Finance introduces students to the importance of making wise financial 
decisions. The program demonstrates the importance of planning, goal setting, and 
thoughtful decision-making within the context of personal financial decisions.

http://www.jacarolinas.org/
mailto:ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org


State Correlations*

Description Key Learning Objectives
Session One: Perfect Match
Working in groups, students conduct mock interviews. 
They are introduced to the 16 Success Skills and the 
Job Shadow experience

Objectives:  The students will:
-Identify and evaluate skills based on personal experiences. 
-Demonstrate effective interviewing skills. 

Session Two: Now What?
Individually, the students prepare a resume and 
complete the paperwork necessary for the upcoming 
Job Shadow site visit. 

Objectives:  The students will:
-Prepare an individual resume. 
-Evaluate work-readiness skills.

Session Three: Looking Back
Students use the work-readiness skill Reflect and 
Evaluate to complete a personal action plan.

Objectives:  The students will:
-Evaluate their personal progress. 
-Prepare a business thank-you note.

NC Standard Course of Study Goals: JA Job Shadow Curriculum corresponds to:
•Language Arts: I.6, II.6, III.6, IV.6
• Guidance: 4,5,6,7,8

* For correlations broken out by individual lessons, please visit www.jacarolinas.org or email ProgramsTeam@jacarolinas.org. 

JA Job Shadow: 8-12th Grade
JA Job Shadow meets the needs of a diverse group of high school students by providing 
engaging, academically enriching, and experiential learning sessions in work-readiness 
education and career perspectives. Two pre-visit and one post-visit required, teacher-
led sessions.
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